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Time : 90 Minutes      Maximum Score : 100 Points 
 
Section 1 – Multiple Choice.  Circle the most appropriate response for the following 
questions/statements. (25 x 1pt= 25 pts Total) 
 
1. Which of the following was true about Saul? 

a. He was a Gentile 
b. He was a Pharisee 
c. He was born in Jerusalem 
d. All of the above are true 

B (L24 P111) 
 

2. The term stoic refers to one who: 
a. Believed in many gods 
b. Controls his/her emotions 
c. Believes in pleasure as the primary focus of human beings 
d. None of the above 

B (L27 P124) 
 

3. Who did God chose as a successor to King Saul? 
a.  Samuel b.  Solomon c. David d. Paul 
C (L21 P100) 
 

4. Which of the following churches has full communion with the Mar Thoma Church 
since 1972? 

a.  Pentecostal b.  Jacobite c. Roman Catholic d. CSI 
D (L22 P106) 
 

5. Who sent word to David regarding Uriah’s tragic death? 
a.  Joab b.  Solomon c. Absalom d. Saul 

A (L17 P83) 
 

6. The name ________ means “God empowers”? 
a.  Jacob b.  Ezekiel c. Noah d. David 

B (L15 P75) 
 

7. Samaria was the capital of __________, the Northern Kingdom. 
a.  Judah  b.  Israel c. Babylon d. Assyria 

B (L14 P70) 
 

8. David was chosen by God and as per His wish, he was anointed by __________. 
a.  Jonathan b.  Samuel c. Absalom d. Saul 

B (L17 P83) 
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9. When the Treasurer of Candace, the queen of Ethiopia, heard about the gospel of 

Christ, he requested to be baptized by ____________. 
a.  Peter b.  Paul c. Philip d. Naaman 

C (L7 P40) 
 

10. After repenting for his sins and coming to faith, Jesus commends ______________ as 
a son of Abraham. 

a.  Isaac b.  Isaiah c. Lazarus d. Zacchaeus 
D (L8 P45) 

 
11. Paul learned the Jewish laws from ______________, an eminent doctor of the law in 

Jerusalem. 
a.  Jesus b.  Gamaliel c. Timothy d. John 

B (L24 P111) 
 

12. What does the name ‘Jacob’ mean? 
a.  supplanter b.  son of God c. blessed d. God empowers 

A (L11 P56) 
 

13. Where was Isaac bound like a lamb for offering? 
a.  Nazareth b.  Ur c. Gomorrah d. Mount Moriah 

D (L13 P66) 
 

14. Omri, King of Israel, founded which city? 
a.  Jerusalem b.  Bethlehem c. Galilee d. Samaria 

D (L14 P70) 
 

15. To whom did Jesus say, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”? 
a.  Mathew b.  Nicodemus c. Peter d. Isaac 

C (L9 P49) 
 
16. On his way to Haran, Jacob made an altar for God after waking up from a dream and 

called the place he slept: 
a.  Bethel b.  Haran c. Joppa d. Jerusalem 

A (L11 P57) 
 
17. _____________, was King of Babylon during the time of Daniel. 

a.  Cyrus b.  Herod c. Nebuchadnezzar d. Caesar 
C (L12 P62) 

 
18. The relationship between the Church and Christ is often characterized as the 

relationship between: 
a. Toy and toy maker   
b. Master and servant 
c. Bride and bridegroom 
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d. Teacher and student 
C (L29 P132) 
 

19. Who said “But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord”? 
a.  Jesus b.  Adam c. Abraham d. Joshua 

D (L28 P128) 
 
20. Of all the Gospels, _________ portrayal goes beyond historical facts and tells about 

Jesus who was the Word.   
a.  Matthew b.  Mark c. Luke d. John 

D (L20 P97) 
 

21. God blessed the entire human race through __________, because of his unparalleled 
faith. 

a.  Abraham b.  Jonah c. John d. Judas 
A (L10 P52) 
 

22. Though _____________ , a Roman Centurion, was not a Jew he was favored by all as 
an upright and religious individual. 

a.  Paul b.  Cornelius c. Peter d. Matthew 
B (L26 P120) 
 

23. Eliphaz, Zophar and Bildad came to comfort and console __________ during his 
difficult time. 

a.  Abraham b.  Jonah c. Job d. Jesus 
C (L25 P116) 
 

24. All of the following are true about the Holy Spirit EXCEPT: 
a. Intercedes on behalf of believers   
b. Seals God’s promise in our hearts 
c. Shapes our lives to Christ 
d. Does not have same salient features related to the personality of an individual 
D (L19 P92) 
 

25. __________ is used to denote the whole inhabited world. 
a.  Agape b.  Ecumenism c. Exclusivism d. Ashram 

B (L22 P104) 
 

Section 2 – Short Answers.  Answer any four (4) of the following questions.  
Answers should be brief and to the point. (4 x 5pts = 20 pts Total) 

 
1. In his letter to Timothy (2 Timothy 2), Paul explains how to share and accept the 

Christian faith.  Receiving the Christian faith as well as sharing it with future 
generations is a privilege.  Identify the three symbols used by Paul and explain one of 
them.   
(L30 P136) 
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• Soldier, Athlete, Farmer (3pts) 
2 pts for one of the following: 

• Similar to a steadfast soldier, a Christian should be totally dedicated in his 
walk with the Lord. As a soldier does not indulge himself in day-to-day 
affairs, a Christian should also be extremely focused on his goal. A soldier's 
only aim should be to win battles. Obedience, trust-worthiness, and sacrifice 
should be his solid assets.   

• An athlete must be well disciplined to compete by the rules. He must exercise 
self-denial and observe the rules. Similarly, a Christian must also do exactly 
the same. A farmer is expected to diligently work in his field. He needs to 
persevere with tremendous patience and flexibility to work in accordance 
with the conditions of nature.  

• Though the toil of the farmer is hard and tedious, he receives pleasure and 
satisfaction when the yield is good. Just as a farmer shoulders all the troubles 
to ensure a good yield, a Christian should also be able to overcome the 
difficulties and disappointments in the field of Christian services. 

 
2. What were the 5 main points of Paul’s address at Areopagus? 

(L27 P124) 
1 pt for each point 
• He started his address by referring to an altar on which was written, “to 

Unknown God”. He then told them that he was going to proclaim about 
that unknown God. 

• This God is different from their gods whom they worshipped. 
• He is Omnipotent, the Maker and Master of the universe. This God, who 

is the creator does not confine Himself in temples made by man and limit 
Himself to space and time. 

• He is not served by human hands since he does not need anything. He 
gives life, breath, and everything else to all mankind. 

• He predetermines the exact times and places where they would live. He 
did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for Him and 
find Him 

• God is not far from anyone of us. 
 
3. What are three important aspects of Jesus’ personality that are revealed in his 

encounter with the Samaritan Woman? 
(L14 P71) 
• The human nature of Jesus is very evident. He sat at the well, tired and 

thirsty.  He asked the Samaritan woman for some water to quench his thirst. 
(2pts) 

• To Jesus all are equal, Jew or Samaritan.  He is not only interested in the 
affairs of all people, but has a soft heart for the marginalized and ostracized. 
(2pts) 

• Jesus transcends all unjust barriers set by society through his conversation 
with the Samaritan woman. (1pt) 
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4. There are three main views held by Christians in the church when it comes to 
discussing the relationship between Christianity and other religions.  Identify them 
and explain one view. 
(L16 P79) 
• Exclusivism, Inclusivism, Pluralism (3pts) 

Any 1 below, 2pts 
• Exclusivism has been the traditional response of the church to other religions 

advocating the belief that people need to hear about and respond to Christ’s 
message in order to be saved.   Jesus’ final words to the disciples underline 
this: ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you’ (Matthew 28:19-20).  

• Inclusivists see a wideness in God’s mercy based on God’s love and believe 
that the grace of God, which is required for salvation, is already present 
within us as a ‘Divine gift’ (‘He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance’ 2 Peter 3:9).  

• Pluralists recognize that people hold to the truth of their religion primarily 
because they presuppose their belief is true (and this is often decided by the 
country they were born in or family which they were born into (E.g. If born 
in India or in a Hindu family, one will most likely believe Hinduism is the 
true religion)). On the basis of this concept, Pluralists believe people in 
different religions are simply experiencing one God in a number of different 
ways through their individual religions. 

 
5. Identify 5 ideals of Ashram life. 

(L30 P137) 
Any 5, 1 pt each 
• Christian Fellowship  
• Simple Life Style 
• Adjusting economic needs according to the ideals of a dedicated life 
• Importance to discipline and sacrifice 
• Prime place of prayer, worship and meditation 
• Glorifying God through Bible study, testimony and service 
• Giving importance for physical work in daily life 

 
Section 3 – Memory Verses.  Complete any of five (5) of the following.   (5 x 5pts = 
25 pts. Total) 
1. Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism but accepts (men) from every nation the one who fears him and does 
(do) what is right.  Acts 10:34-35 
(L26 P122) 
 

2. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.  Matthew 28:19-20 
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(L27P126) 
 

3. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only (Son), who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  John 1:14 
(L20 P99) 
 

4. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.  Create in me a pure 
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Psalms 51:9-10 
(L17 P85) 

 
5. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:33-34 
(L10 P55) 
 

6. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me. Matthew 25:35-36 
(L8 P47) 
 

Section 4 – Mar Thoma Church: Our Foundation and Vision.  Circle the most 
appropriate response for the following question/statement.  (10 x 1pt= 10 pts. Total) 
 
1. What is “diakonial ministry”? 

a. Ashram ministry 
b. Teaching ministry 
c. Servant ministry 
d. Sunday School ministry  
C(MTFV P217) 

 
2. What is the official Church bulletin called? 

a.  The Voice b.  The Times c. Sabha Tharaka d. Lighted to Lighten 
C (MTFV P224) 

 
3. Who adopted a style of Indianizing and de-Westernzing the gospel message in his 

understanding of evangelism? 
a. Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan 
b. Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
c. Mahatma Gandhi 
d. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
B(MTFV P228) 
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4. Which organization stresses the importance of witnessing to the members and non-
members within the borders of each parish? 
a. Sunday School  
b. Yuvajana Sahkyam 
c. National Council of Churches 
d. Mar Thoma Voluntary Evangelists Association 
D(MTFV P240) 

 
5. Which pioneer leader started the Sevika Sangham? 

a. Mother Teresa 
b. Kandamma Varughese 
c. Dr Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
d. Sadhu Kochukunj 
B(MTFV P221) 

 
6. Who urged every member of the Mar Thoma church to be a missionary? 

a. Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
b. Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan 
c. Dr Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
d. Abraham Malpan 
C(MTFV P222) 

 
7. Which church leader fought against the use the liquor (that bankrupts family life)? 

a. Mother Teresa 
b. Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan 
c. Dr Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
d. Mahatma Gandhi 
B(MTFV P224) 

 
8. Which Western Christian missionary was awarded the Gandhi Peace Prize in 1964?  

a. Mother Teresa 
b. Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
c. Dr Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
d. Billy Graham 
B(MTFV P227) 
 

9. Who received the Nobel Peace Prize for their work with the poor and needy in India?  
a. Mother Teresa 
b. Kandamma Varughese 
c. Dr Abraham Mar Thoma Metropolitan 
d. Mahatma Gandhi 
A(MTFV P230) 
 

10. The Mar Thoma Sunday School Samajam was established in _________ to nurture 
the spiritual growth of the children. 
a. AD 52 
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b. 1905 
c. 1950 
d. 1988 
B(MTFV P240) 

 
Section 5 – Mar Thoma History Short Answer.  Answer one of the following 
questions.  Answers should be brief and to the point. (1 x 5pts = 5 pts Total) 
 
1. The Mar Thoma Church has established institutions and centers to meet the growing 

needs of the “less fortunate ones” in society.  Identify 5 such categories of these 
institutions/centers. 

(MTFV P235-237) 
Any 5, 1 pt each 
a. Rehabilitation and Development for the Mentally Challenged 
b. Rehabilitation centers for Physically challenged 
c. Guidance and Counseling Centers 
d. Homes for Boys and Girls 
e. Shelter for the destitute and homeless 
f. Old Age (Nursing) homes and Hospice Center 
g. Medical Centers 

 
2. Explain Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan’s concern for the poor. 

(MTFV P224) 
Any 2, 2.5 pts each 
a. He was not pleased with the material progress of the Church that left 

behind the economically weaker segments of the church 
b. He urged the Church to be inclusive and to take appropriate measures to 

uplift the life of the less fortunate regardless of creed, religion or caste. 
c. He showed special interest for the total development of the Dalit 

community 
d. Recognition was granted to the congregations of the Mar Thoma Dalits as 

independent parishes with representation in the Mandalam 
 

 
Section 6 – Essay.  Choose one of the following two topics to write an essay in 200 
words. (Total 15 points) 
1. What can the church do today to mirror what happened in the Early Church? 

a. Introduction-What is the church?(2pt) 
b. Explain the four characteristics of the Early Church. 

i. Foundation of the Church (3pts) 
ii. Church that grew in mutual relationship (3pts) 

iii. Church that memorialized Christ (3pts) 
iv. Praying Church (2pts) 

c. Conclusion – What can the church do today to mirror what happened in the 
Early Church?(2pt) 

(L29 P132) 
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a. Introduction-What is the church and how was it a growing church?(2pt) 

Any 2, 1pt each 
• Church is an assembly of believers representing the body of Christ 

and the bride of Christ,  
• The believers of Church representing the branches of the vine 
• Christian lifestyle has always been modeled after the self-emptying art 

of loving relationship as characterized between the bride (body of 
believers – Church and the bridegroom (Christ) 

b. Explain the four characteristics of the Early Church. 
i. Foundation of the Church (3pts) 

• The Church was built on the foundations of the apostles and 
prophets with Jesus Christ as its cornerstone.  

• In the early days, the apostles were the advisers of the Church.  
• They preached about Christ. The Apostles were eyewitnesses 

of Christ, who heard and experienced the effects of the Word 
from the beginning.  

• The believers learned from the Apostles and accepted their 
teachings. 

ii. Church that grew in mutual relationship (3pts) 
• The Early Church was a Church which enjoyed fellowship by 

helping and encouraging one another.  
• “All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need" 

• Believers were always of the same spirit and were the members 
of the same body.  

• Those who were lonely found friendship in that fellowship, and 
sinners experienced redemption.  

• Those who had different views were brought to unity. 
iii. Church that memorialized Christ (3pts) 

• The assembling to Break Bread is a means to take part in the 
Holy Communion. 

• Through this partaking, we become part of the body of Christ.  
• Though we are all different, yet all of us are partakers of the 

same bread.  
• The bread that Christ shared at the “Last Supper” was 

representative of His body that was to be sacrificed.  
• It is through Christ's action of submitting Himself to be 

broken that salvation became a reality for mankind. This 
observance helped the unity and spiritual growth of the early 
Church. 

iv. Praying Church (2pts) 
• The believers in the early Church had the Spirit of prayer.  
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• As Jesus, the Head of the Church gave primacy to prayer in 
His life, so did the believers of the Early Church.  

• Prayer helps to reform ourselves and to be under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

c. Conclusion (2pt) 
Application of above to current church (2pts) 

 
2. Faith is of utmost importance in every aspect of Christian life.   

a. Introduction (1pt) 
b. Explain faith in the context of any 2 the following Bible personalities.  (6pts) 

Noah, Abraham, Rahab, Zacchaues  
c. Christ was a model of faith as his words were aligned with his actions. 

i. How did Christ demonstrate greatness to His disciples? (3pts) 
ii. How did Christ demonstrate this through forgiveness? (3pts) 

d. Conclusion – How can we apply the lessons we learn from the lives of these 
faithful? (2pts) 

 
(L8P44-45) 
a. Introduction (1pt) 
b. Explain faith in the context of any 2 the following Bible personalities.  

i. Noah (3pts) 
• Noah believed God’s warning of destruction by rain and 

obeyed God.  
• He was not detracted from constructing the ark despite the 

taunts of the people.  
• “Noah did everything just as God commanded him”  
• His actions were based on faith. 
• "Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his 

time, and he walked with God" 
ii. Abraham (3pts) 

• Abraham is known as the "Father of Believers”.  
• Obeying God's command, he decided to offer his only son as a 

sacrifice, trusting that God could raise Isaac from the dead.  
• Abraham demonstrated the integrity of his faith through his 

action. 
• “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness, and he was called God’s friend”  
iii. Rahab (3pt) 

• James presents Rahab, the Canaanite temple prostitute as a 
foreigner to Jewish religion.  

• She demonstrated faith in the purposes intended by the God of 
the Israelites. 

• Her faith prompted her to welcome the spies sent by Joshua 
and helped them to escape through a different route.  

• As a result, she and her family were saved during the 
destruction of Jericho.  
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• Her timely action proved that she was on God’s side, and 
hence she became an ancestor of Christ. 

iv. Zacchaues (3pt) 
• Zacchaeus, the tax collector, repented of his sins and came to 

faith in the Lord.  
• This faith is reflected in his repentant response, "I give half of 

my possessions to the poor,and if I have cheated anybody out 
of anything, I will pay back four times the amount"  This 
declaration by Zacchaeus is a notable example of faith in 
action. 

• Jesus commended him as a son of Abraham. 
c. Christ was a model of faith as his words were aligned with his actions. 

i. How did Christ demonstrate greatness to His disciples? (3pts) 
• The disciples of Jesus were arguing as to who was the greatest 

among them.  
• "He took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around 

his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash His disciples' feet".  

• The example that Jesus set by washing his disciples feet 
demonstrated that greatness is not achieved by seeking, but 
through service. 

ii. How did Christ demonstrate this through forgiveness? (3pts) 
• He who subjected to the painful crucifixion was ready to 
• forgive the crucifiers.  
• "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing" 
• His words were translated into action by granting forgiveness. 

iii. Conclusion – How can we apply the lessons we learn from the 
lives of these faithful? (2pts) 
Any 2 applications, 2pts 


