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Section 1 – Multiple Choice.  Circle the most appropriate response for the following 
question/statement.  (30 x 1pt= 30 pts Total) 
 
1. ___________ is believed to be the first Gentile who was converted of Christianity. 

a.  Silas b.  Paul c. Cornelius d. Peter 
C (L24 P78) 

2. ___________ was in charge of the church in Ephesus after the death of Paul.   
a.  Peter b.  Saul c. John d. Timothy 
D (L6 P26) 

3. In The Lord’s Prayer, ______________ means to ask God humbly for what you and 
others need. 
a.  Adoration b.  Confession  c. Thanksgiving d. Supplication 
D (L26 P87) 

4. God used __________ to save the male Hebrew children from Pharaoh’s cruel plan to 
oppress them. 
a.  Puah b.  Hannah c. Ruth d. Martha 
A (L22 P73) 

5. ____________ used to sit under a palm tree between Ramah and Bethel and judge the 
people of Israel. 
a.  Samuel b.  Deborah c. Samson d. Gideon 
B (L16 P54) 

6. ___________ means not only the unity of all denominations but also the unity of all 
people everywhere. 
a.  Ecumenism b.  Globalization c. Inter-communion d. Reformation 
A (L8 P32) 

7. ___________ is considered Paul’s first prison epistle. 
a.  James b.  Philemon c. Colossians d. Ephesians 
B (L20 P65) 

8. Abram left ________ with his wife, nephew, servants and all his belongings. 
a.  Canaan  b.  Jerusalem c. Haran d. Bethel 
C (L7 P27) 

9. Which of the following is a symbol of the Holy Spirit?  
a.  Lamb b.  Dove c. Lion d. Eagle 
B (L18 P60) 

10. The name ____________ means “God is grateful”? 
a.  Isaiah b.  Jeremiah c. Nehemiah d. John 
D (L28 P91) 

11. What does the name Abram means? 
a.  Faithful b.  Exalted Father c. Father of the Nation d. Holy One 
B (L14 P48) 

12. Nehemiah was a cupbearer to King ______________.  



a.  Cyrus b.  Nebuchadnezzar c. Artaxerxes d. Uzziah 
C (L21 P69) 

13. Who was the first martyr of the early church?  
a.  Stephen b.  Barnabas c. Onesimus d. Timothy 
A (L25 P83) 

14. Until the conversion of Cornelius, the apostles believed that Salvation was only for:.   
a.  Jews b.  Gentiles c. Christians d. sinners 
A (L24 P79) 

15. One thing in common between Moses and David were : 
a. They were both Levites 
b. They are both identified in the lineage of Jesus Christ 
c. They were both shepherds 
d. They were both kings of Israel 

  C (L30 P97) 
16. Which of the following is a major prophet? 

a.  Jonah  b.  Ezekiel c. Malachi d. Zechariah 
B (L9 P33) 

17. How long did it take Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem?  
a.  5 days b.  50 days c. 5 years d. 50 years 
B (L21 P70) 

18. ____________ was a run-away slave of Philemon  
a.  Timothy b.  Barnabas c. Onesimus d. Saul 
C (L20 P66) 

19. John the Baptist’s message was a call of _____________. 
a.  Fear b.  Repentance c. Sacrifice d. End of Jerusalem 
B (L29 P95) 

20. The name ____________ means ‘Yahoveh is Salvation’. 
a.  Isaiah b.  Jeremiah c. Nehemiah d. John 
A (L27 P88) 

21. Which of the following women were NOT a co-worker of Paul?  
a.  Phoebe b.  Priscilla c. Persis d. Deborah 
D (L22 P73) 

22. _________ and his team stirred up trouble when Nehemiah tried to rebuild Jerusalem.  
a.  Artaxerxes b.  Sanballat c. Jeremiah d. Samson 
B (L21 P70) 

23. Who did Deborah call upon to help defeat Sisera’s army at Mount Tabor?  
a.  Barak b.  Jael c. Othniel d. David 
A (L16 P55) 

24. John 3:16 is known as the “Covenant of ________”. 
a.  Salvation b.  David c. Forgiveness d. Grace 
D (L14 P49) 

25. _____________ had two wives named Rachel and Leah. 
a.  Isaac b.  Abraham c. Jacob d. Joseph 
C (L13 P46) 

26. Upon the deliverance of the people of Israel from the Egyptian army, _________ sang 
the song “Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider he has 
hurled into the sea.”? 



 
 

a.  Aaron b.  Miriam c. David d. Moses 
B (L12 P44) 

27. The leaders between the time of Joshua and the Kings were called ___________. 
a.  Prophets  b.  Rabbis c. Judges d. Rulers 
C (L11 P39) 

28. ___________ had 3 sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth 
a.  David b.  Abraham c. Jacob d. Noah 
D (L8 P31) 

29. It is written in 2 Chronicles 26:4, about ________ that “He did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, just as his father Amaziah had done.” 
a.  King Uzziah b.  Jehoshaphat c. Nehemiah d. Jeremiah 
A (L6 P26) 

30. Which of the following is false about Timothy?  
a. He was a native of Lystra 
b. His mother was a Jew 
c. He refused to b circumcised before starting out his missionary journey 
d. He died a martyr 

  C (L6 P25) 
 
Section 2 – Short Answers.  Answer any four (4) of the following questions.  
Answers should be brief and to the point. (4 x 5pts = 20 pts Total) 
 

1. What was the mission of John the Baptist? Identify the 4 things he did towards 
fulfilling his mission. 

  (L29 P95) 
1pt for either of the following 
• John’s whole mission in life was to glorify God 
OR 
• He did this by preparing the people for the coming Messiah.  
1pt for each of the following 
1. John worked sincerely and courageously disregarding the consequences. 
2. He made the people aware of their imperfect life. 
3. He pointed out the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. 
4. He was bold enough to rebuke even the King. 

 
2. Describe Isaiah’s vision in the temple of God. 

(L27 P88) 
Any 5 for max 5 pts. 
• Isaiah was in the temple of God when he fell into a spiritual trance. (1pt)  
• God was seated on a high throne, with His robe filling the whole temple. (1pt) 
• Isaiah saw Seraphs also in attendance. Each one had six wings, with two 

covering its face, two covering its feet and the other two used for flying, 
ready to do God’s will. (1pt) 

• They were calling out to each other, “Holy, Holy, Holy! The Lord Almighty is 
Holy! His glory fills the world!” (1pt) 



• When Isaiah lamented over his unclean lips, a seraph touched his lips with a 
live coal (1pt) 

• He heard God’s voice “Whom shall I send?”. And who will go for us? (1pt) 
• Isaiah responded to God’s mission and said “Here am I. Send me” (1pt) 

 
3. What were the three aspects of Jeremiah’s message? In addition, identify any 2 

symbols that Jeremiah used to proclaim God’s message. 
(L9 P34) 

• He warns about the punishment for backsliding. They had turned away from 
God. (1pt) 

• He predicted the coming of divine judgment in the form of overthrowing of 
Jerusalem and seventy years of subsequent captivity. (1pt) 

• He gave hope for the eventual restoration of the Jews that they will be brought 
back to their land from the place of their exile. (1pt) 
Symbols (any 2 for 2 pts) 

a. The fountain and broken cistern: The fountain-symbol of God, broken 
cistern of idols.  

b. The clay and the potter: The clay symbolizes people and the potter- God.  
c. The new covenant 

 
4. For reconciliation, God’s guidance and patience between the two parties is essential. 

Identify four examples in the bible where you learned about reconciliation of 
disputes. 
(L13 P46) 
• The reconciliation between Joseph and his brothers in Egypt.(1pt) 
• In the parable of the lost son (prodigal son) we see father and son reconcile 

with each other. (1pt) 
• The reconciliation between Moses and the Israelites (1pt) 
• Jacob reconciles with Esau (2pts) 

 
5. Explain the 3 reasons why Peter’s speech at Cornelius’ house was very significant in 

the spread of Christianity in the history of the world. 
(L24 P79) 
• The belief that salvation was only for the Jews was altered. Peter, one of the 

chief apostles, abandoned the exclusive attitude of his orthodox brothers. 
(2pts) 

• Peter learned that our food habits should not be a hindrance to our 
relationship with others. Jewish food habits were not ignored but it explained 
that they should not prevent relationships with others. (2pts) 

• This is a decisive precedent for the extension of Christianity to the Roman 
Empire and the conversion of many gentiles. (1pt) 

 
Section 3 – Memory Verses.  Complete any of five (5) of the following on the answer 
sheet provided (5 x 5pts = 25 pts. Total) 
 



 
 

1. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all 
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the 
power for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:11 
(L29 P96) 

 
2. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith–and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God– not by works, so that no one can boast.   
Ephesians 2:8, 9 
(L23 P77) 

 
3. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession (a people belonging to God), that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 
(L17 P59) 

 
4. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well. Matthew 6:33 
(L15 P53) 
 

5. Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again. Exodus 14:13 
(L12 P44) 
 

6. For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his 
treasured possession. Deuteronomy 7:6 
(L7 P30) 
 

 
Section 4 – Mar Thoma Church: Our Foundation and Vision.  Circle the most 
appropriate response for the following question/statement.  (10 x 1pt= 10 pts. Total) 
 
1. Historians tell us that of the 318 Church Fathers who participated in the first 

Ecumenical Council of Nicea, only a dozen : 
a. Did not have bodily wounds from the Great Persecution 
b. Were from Rome  
c. Were Gentiles 
d. Accompanied Paul during his missionary trips 
A (MTFV P166) 

 
2. The cross used in Mar Thoma churches is known as the ___________. 

a.  Crucifix b.  Rugged cross c. Easter cross d. Holy cross 
C (MTFV P159) 

 



3. The word ‘liturgy’ means : 
a.  worship b.  adoration c. offering d. service 
D (MTFV P154) 

 
4. __________ declared it illegal to persecute Christians in AD 313. 

a. Abraham Malpan   
b. Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea 
c. Archbishop John 
d. Emperor Constantine 
D (MTFV P166) 
 

5. ___________ is the celebration of the relationship between the believer and the 
almighty. 
a.  Eucharist b.  Marriage c. Unction d. Confession 
A (MTFV P154) 

 
6. Early Christians met in ___________ because of possible persecution. 

a.  Churches b.  Caves c. Schools d. Synagogues 
B (MTFV P158) 

 
7. The Church underwent reformation on scriptural principles as a result of its contacts 

with the __________ Church in the 19th century.  
a.  Baptist b.  Lutheran c. Anglican d. Presbyterian 
C (MTFV P161) 

 
8. The Feast of the Resurrection is also known as :  

a.  Good Friday b.  Christmas c. Easter d. Good Friday 
C (MTFV P163) 

 
9. The Day of Transfiguration commemorates Jesus’ transfiguration before : 

a.  Three Disciples b.  Mary c. Paul d. Soldiers 
A (MTFV P164) 

 
10. The ________________ commemorates the day the Holy Spirit poured onto the 

Church, marking the beginning of Christianity. 
a. Day of Ascension 
b. Day of Pentecost 
c. Annunciation Period 
d. None of the above 
B (MTFV P166) 

 
Section 5 – Mar Thoma History Short Answer.  Answer one of the following 
questions.  Answers should be brief and to the point. (1 x 5pts = 5 pts Total) 
 

1. Name any 5 symbols used in Mar Thoma worship and describe them briefly. 
(MTFV P158) 



 
 

Any 5 of the following, 1 point each 
• Madbaha – an Aramaic word to represent an altar to celebrate the 

Qurbana. 
• Thronos – table that serves as altar, symbol of divine presence of the 

Lord 
• Tabaleetha – portable table, reminder for holiness and purity 
• Candles – A reminder of the persecution of our forefathers for their faith 

and calling us to shine as light in a world of darkness  
• Incense and censer – Censor is the vessel where the incense is burned. 

The smoke from the incense is a symbol of divine presence. 
• Cross – The cross symbolizes eternal life through Christ’s sacrificial 

death. 
• Kappa – The vestment worn by the priest during Qurbana.  

 
2. What is public worship? Name at least 8 parts of the service. 

(MTFV P151) 
 1 pt. 

a. Worship conducted without Holy Communion 
0.5 for each for a total of 4pts 

b. Adoration, confession, thanksgiving scripture reading (first and 
second lessons), prayer for the Holy Spirit, intercession, Nicene Creed, 
offertory, sermon, prayer, benediction and Kiss of Peace, hymns 

 
Section 6 – Essay (10 points).  Choose one of the following two topics to write an 
essay in approximately 150 words.  Write your answer on the separate answer sheet 
provided. 
 
1. Jesus Christ taught his disciples and the Jewish people through stories or parables. 

a. Introduction  
o What is a parable?  Give 2 definitions. (2pts)  
o Where does the word Parable come from? (1pt) 

b. Retell the parable of the talents (7pts) 
c. Explain what the talents represent (2pts) 
d. What do we learn from this parable? (3pts) 

 
(L15P52) (L10 P36) 
Introduction  
What is a parable?  Give 2 definitions. (2pts)  

• In other words, saying things in a different way.  
• A parable is also an “earthly story with a heavenly meaning”.   
• Jesus spoke in parables to teach us the truth about the kingdom of 

heaven, about the love of our eternal father.  
• It teaches us about eternal truths. 

Where does the word come from? (1pt) 
• The word Parable comes from the Greek word “Parabole” which means, 

“putting things side by side”.  



Explain the parable of the talents 
• A Master when preparing to go on a journey calls on his servants. (1pt) 
• He gives them each certain responsibilities. To one servant he gave 5 talents 

of money. To another he gave 2 talents of money and finally to yet another 
servant he gave 1 talent of money. These talents were given according to each 
of their abilities. (1pt) 

• Being faithful, the first two servants who received the 5 and 2 talents went 
out and invested the money and put it to work. These two men gained more 
from their investments. The man with 5 talents made 5 more and the man 
with 2 talents made 2 more. (2pts) 

• The servant with 1 talent dug a hole and buried his mater’s money. (1pt) 
• Years later the Master returns and settled accounts with his servants.  The 

1st two servants pleased the Master very much because they multiplied the 
master’s accounts and so the master blessed them with many rewards. (1pt) 

• The last servant displeased the Master because he was lazy and did not bring 
forth anything for the master and so he was condemned. (1pt) 

 
Explain what the talents represent 

• God gives us each a variety of responsibilities. He instills in us abilities and 
potentials that are to be used for his glory and honor. (1pt) 

• These abilities vary from person to person and we are all accountable to God 
to carry through and make use of these talents. (1pt) 
 

What do we learn from this parable? 
• The Bible tells us that, “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will 

have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken 
from him.” In other words, when you submit what abilities and gifts you 
have to glorify God, you only gain more and the rewards are so much 
greater. (2pts) 

• Whereas when you do not submit your gifts and abilities, you gain nothing 
and what all you do have will also be taken away. (1pt) 

 
2. Gideon led the Israelites to victory against the Midianites. 

a. Who was Gideon? How did God call him? (2pts) 
b. What was the sign given by God to show that Gideon was chosen? (2pts) 
c. How did Gideon select people to fight against the Midianites? (4pts) 
d. How did Gideon fight against the Midianites with a small army? (3pts) 
e. What was the secret of Gideon’s victory? (2pts) 
f. Conclusion – What do we learn from the story of Gideon? (2pts) 
 
(L11 P39) 

Who was Gideon? How did God call him? (2pts) 
• He was the son of Joash.  He was not a fighter, but an ordinary man.  
• One day he was threshing some wheat secretly in a wine press, so that the 

Midianites would not see him. The Lord’s angel appeared to him to inform 
him that he was the chosen one. 



 
 

What was the sign given by God to show that Gideon was chosen? (2pts) 
• When Gideon went up to give his offering of meat and leavened bread, the 

angel of the Lord touched the offering with the end of the stick he was 
holding. 

• Fire came out of the rock and burnt up the meat and the bread.  
How did Gideon select people to fight against the Midianites? (4pts) 

• The Israelites got ready for the battle, but the Lord wanted them to reduce 
their number, as He did not want them to feel that it was by their strength 
that they would win.  

• Their strength was 32000, which they reduced to 300.  
• First he allowed the people to leave if they wanted. A large number of them 

left.  
• The remaining people were led to a river to drink water. Some people knelt 

down to drink while others lap the water with their tongues like a dog. Three 
hundred men lapped water with their hands to their mouths and they were 
selected. 

How did Gideon fight against the Midianites with a small army? (3pts) 
• Gideon then divided his army into three divisions and placed them in 

different directions each having a jar, a light, and a trumpet.  
• On Gideon’s instruction each division would blow their trumpet and break 

their jars.  
• As a result of this noise the enemy began to fight against themselves.  

What was the secret of Gideon’s victory? (2pts) 
• Gideon trusted in the Lord and not in a large army. Gideon believed that 

God alone could give him victory, rather than the strength of the army.  
• God knew Gideon’s potential and patiently brought Gideon to the point of 

courage. He encouraged him, directed him and transformed him.  
Conclusion – What do we learn from the story of Gideon? (2pts) 

• God sometimes calls ordinary people to do extra ordinary things 
• If you are meek and humble and willing to listen and obey, God will give you 

victory over impossible situations 
• Obedience to the commandments of God is better than sacrifice 

 


